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DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

Eight Hundred and Twenty-fourth Meeting 
May 14, 2020 – 9:30 a.m. 

(Virtual Meeting) 
 
Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Marcus Allsup   Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
Meghan Barrett   Department of Homeland Security 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Elizabeth Flake   U.S. Postal Service 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest  Government Publishing Office 
Debbie Fugate   Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Andrew Griffin   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Chris Hammond  Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Michael Karau   Department of Homeland Security (Chair) (not voting) 
Susan Lyon   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) (Vice Chair) 
Veronica Ranieri  Library of Congress 
Ron Salz   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) 
Mike Shelton   Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Jeremy Smith   Department of the Interior (Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management) 
Timothy St. Onge  Library of Congress 
Tara Wallace    Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
 
Ex-Officio 
Glenn Guempel, Acting Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names / Domestic Names 
    Committee 
Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names / Foreign Names Committee 
 
Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Josefa Baker, U.S. Geological Survey 
John Evans, U.S. Geological Survey 
Brooke Marston , Department of State 
Deb Nordeen, National Park Service 
Ryan Nichols, Department of the Interior 
Sergio Rodriguez, U.S. Geological Survey 
Ethan Weikel, Department of the Interior 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Chair Karau opened Meeting 824 of the Domestic Names Committee (DNC) at 9:40 a.m.  The meeting was 
held virtually, due to ongoing concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.  He invited the members to 
review the reports that were distributed previously and to email any questions or comments to the staff.   
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2.  Minutes of Meeting 823 
 
The minutes of Meeting 823, held 9 April 2020, were approved by affirmation. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
[The following reports were distributed by email prior to the meeting.] 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
A number of BGN members and staff are developing a “welcome packet” for future new members.  The 
material will provide an overview of the BGN and the roles and responsibilities of its members.  Lyon and 
Forrest volunteered to co-lead the project.  Wallace is preparing a welcome letter to be sent to new members 
and has received valuable feedback. 
 
The Full Board held its quarterly meeting virtually on Tuesday, 21 April 2020. 
 
BGN member appointment letters are being vetted by the Department of the Interior liaison to the White 
House. 
 
Elizabeth (“Liz”) Flake has joined the BGN as the new member from the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) and 
will attend DNC meetings remotely from her Memphis office.  Earl Johnson will become the USPS deputy 
member.  Aisha Ahmad had served as the deputy member from October 2019 to April 2020; members 
thanked her for her service to the BGN during this time. 
 
The Executive Committee plans to review the BGN bylaws. 
 
The Foreign Names Committee is scheduled to meet virtually on Tuesday, 9 June 2020; the election of a 
new chair is on the agenda. 
 
Wallace thanked all DNC members for their continued efforts and support of the DNC meetings and 
expressed best wishes for everyone’s safety and health. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
Palmer had no items to report. 
 
Work is beginning on the GNIS Antarctica database and proposal form ahead of the planned migration from 
Oracle to PostgreSQL.  BGN and GNIS staff are reviewing the way that Antarctic place name data are 
processed, stored, and displayed in GNIS.  The BGN provides updates to the Scientific Committee on 
Antarctica Research (SCAR), which in turn maintains the information in its Composite Gazetteer of 
Antarctica (CGA).  The Polar Geospatial Center (PGC) at the University of Minnesota, with the support of 
the National Science Foundation, has been working for several years on a project to improve the accuracy 
of the geographic coordinates listed in GNIS; a meeting is scheduled with PGC for 15 May to review the 
status and discuss next steps.  Using more detailed imagery, this project has improved the accuracy of more 
than 9,000 locations and has allowed coordinates to be stored as degrees, minutes, and seconds rather than 
simply degrees and minutes.  Guempel and Runyon also had discussions with the chair and executive 
secretary of the BGN’s Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names (ACAN) about future GNIS 
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developments and confirmed the need for a BGN-maintained database separate from CGA.  Runyon is also 
participating in the ongoing revision by SCAR of the International Toponymic Guidelines for Antarctica.  
 
Discussions continue with USGS National Geospatial Technical Operations Center developers about the 
planned overhaul of GNIS, including migration off Oracle and future maintenance of administrative 
features and related impacts on other programs. 
 
The DNC staff is researching workflow management tools that may replace the current Microsoft Access 
file that is used to track proposals.  The goal is to improve the flow of information, to make the process 
more automated, and to provide real-time web-accessible information and status on all proposals.  
 
The revised DNC proposal form is ready for review; it is intended to address the shortfalls that exist in the 
current form and to make the application process more efficient.   
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
As noted previously, the SCC is involved in the development of a “welcome packet.”  It is hoped that the 
packet designed for the DNC can serve as a prototype for all BGN committees.  Any suggestions should be 
sent to Lyon.  A follow-up meeting will be scheduled for late May or early June.   
 
The SCC continues to update the BGN informational brochures, a project led by Lyon.  The members and 
staff thanked her for initiating the effort. 
 
Forrest has begun preparation of the BGN Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Report to the Secretary of the Interior.  
She noted that in addition to details about BGN decisions, the report also includes background statements, 
highlights of BGN committee reports, activities and events, and BGN membership.  Forrest asked members 
to submit any membership updates to the SCC to help keep the report up to date. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Guempel) 
 
There were no additional items to report. 
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Quarterly Review List 439, comprising 73 new names and name changes, was completed and posted on the 
BGN website.  Of these, 26 are for features in and adjacent to Newberry Volcanic National Monument.  
The notices to Tribal governments and Tribal Historic Preservation Offices of the 574 federally recognized 
tribes were sent by email on 29 April. 
 
Several State Names Authorities have canceled spring meetings, which will delay BGN review of many 
pending proposals.  Local governments are either not meeting or are meeting virtually, and staff is uncertain 
how this may affect their review of proposals.  As such, it is possible that DNC dockets will be shorter in 
the coming months.  
 
Staff met by phone with the California Advisory Committee on Geographic Names (CACGN) on 27 April 
to discuss the status of the decision by the DNC to revisit its approval of the name To Kalon Creek.  There 
has not been much new development.  The CACGN postponed its meeting scheduled for May and may 
meet later in the summer. 
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The Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation 
sent an email objecting to the name Devils Tower for the pillar in Wyoming.  Runyon advised him of the 
pending legislation, House Resolution 564 “To designate the mountain at the Devils Tower National 
Monument, Wyoming, as Devils Tower, and for other purposes.”  As such, per Policy I, the BGN cannot 
entertain a proposal to change the name. 
 
The DNC staff received an email from a Colorado resident, stating “Renaming Colorado’s Mountains, 
Starting with Mt Evans. . . imploring the USGS to consider this heavily, and to involve Native American 
tribes in the renaming of peaks and ranges that deserve a rename.”  Runyon responded with an overview of 
the BGN review process, including Tribal consultation as outlined in Policy X.  She noted that the BGN is 
reactive and provided an overview of the pending Mount Evans name change proposals. 
 
The proponent of the name Rum-runner Rock in Massachusetts (Review List 437) amended the name to 
Rumrunner Rock. 
 
The Department of the Interior Museum has requested a lunchtime presentation on the BGN for an audience 
of DOI employees and the general public.  Depending on COVID-19 pandemic conditions, this may be held 
in late 2020. 
 
A presentation on the BGN and Policy X will be given on 20 May to the USGS Office of Tribal Relations. 
 
The Little Shell Band of Chippewa Indians of Montana submitted a letter in response to the request for 
comments on Review List 439 and thanked the BGN for the opportunity to comment.  The Little Shell Band 
strongly supports the proposal to rename Redskin Lake in Minnesota to Memegwesi Lake (a 
counterproposal submitted by U.S. Forest Service on behalf of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe - Fond du 
Lac Band).  The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MNDNR) (State Names Authority) has 
stated that it will not consider the original proposal for Ojibwe Lake because of name duplication issues.   
 
The Minnesota Supreme Court recently ruled that the MNDNR did have the authority to consider the name 
change from Lake Calhoun to Bde Maka Ska.  The Minnesota Court of Appeals ruled in 2019 that the 
MNDNR had overstepped its authority because the name Lake Calhoun had been in place for more than 40 
years.  The change was originally submitted by Hennepin County to the MNDNR, which in turn submitted 
it to the BGN; the change was approved for Federal use in June 2018.  Runyon received an inquiry from a 
local news station asking if the BGN would now change the name; she responded that the new name was 
already official and also shared a copy of the most recent USTopo of the area showing the name Bde Maka 
Ska. 
 
The staff has received and acknowledged several new proposals and a number of inquiries about the BGN 
process and the history of some names.  
 
The State names authorities for Nebraska and Wisconsin reported new chairs or points of contact. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
GNIS staff has reviewed and accepted landform polygons ahead of the conversion of the landform database 
and tools to PostgreSQL.  Staff continues to test the Names web-based tool (the eventual replacement for 
GNIS) as releases are made. 
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McCormick submitted a proposal to the USGS National Geospatial Program (NGP) Data Product Review 
Board (DPRB) regarding the maintenance of administrative feature names in GNIS.  Discussion of the 
proposal by the DPRB is scheduled for 14 May. 
 
Staff continues to update Census records in GNIS as they are received weekly from the Census Bureau.  
The Census Bureau’s 2019 data releases for Incorporated Boundaries, Minor Civil Divisions, and 
Unincorporated Places have been loaded to NGP’s National Boundaries Dataset and matched with GNIS. 
 
Work is resuming on the development of the downloadable text files and geodatabase.  It is expected that 
the new files will be ready for testing and possible transition by the end of the third quarter of FY20. 
 
McCormick attended a call with the State of California about the work they are doing to update names in 
the National Hydrography Dataset and to ensure that these are compared and matched with GNIS.  
 
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested parties - 

none 
 
Change Little Mud Pond (FID 1458246) to Little Cow Pond, Vermont (Green Mountain and Finger 
Lakes National Forests) (Review List 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names - none 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Thoma Pond, Pennsylvania (Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area) (Review List 431) (FID 
2807351) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
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IV. Revised Decisions 
 
Change Mohawk River (BGN 1931) (FID 970360) to Kanien’kehá:ka River, New York (Review List 
437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the change, citing a lack of local support and a reluctance 
to change a longstanding name.   
 
Kanalley expressed some hesitation to proceed with a vote while potentially lacking fully informed input 
from interested parties, especially Tribes, during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Staff noted that all Tribes had 
60 days from early October in which to respond or request more time, so the pandemic was not a factor in 
this case.   
 
At this point, the chair called for a vote on the motion. 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   1  abstention 
 
The members decided by assent to reaffirm the name Mohawk River for Federal use. 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties - none 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Runyon asked members to share their sense about the feasibility of local outreach during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Giving a 30-day deadline may not be sufficient given other priorities, and similarly, the 60 days 
given to Tribal governments and THPOs might need to be extended.  Wallace reported that NOAA’s 
navigation managers continue to be closely involved with the local communities.  Guempel added that if 
staff is getting responses, cases can continue to move forward, and if not, they should be deferred.  Karau 
stated that guidance from the Executive Branch is to keep Federal agency operations as normal as possible.  
He suggested that proposals should continue to be brought to the DNC for a vote even if there is limited 
local response; members can vote to defer cases if they feel that more responses are needed for an informed 
and defensible vote. 
 
Karau suggested implementation of a subcommittee to review proposals that might be considered 
“questionable” or that might require an initial review before staff begins its process. 
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting is scheduled to be held 11 June 2020, at 9:30 a.m., at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.  (The meeting may be held virtually.) 
 
       (signed)    
       
       _____________________________________ 
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       Glenn Guempel, Executive Secretary [Acting] 

Domestic Names Committee 
 
         
APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
 
 

U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
May 2020 

 
Unless otherwise specified, in accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a 
link to the Quarterly Review List containing each proposal was sent to all federally recognized 
Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The 
Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment on any proposal.  If no response(s) were 
received regarding a proposal, it is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested parties 
 

Change Little Mud Pond (FID 1458246) to Little Cow Pond, Vermont 
(Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests) 

(Review List 438) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.5616868&p_longi=-
71.6951115&fid=1458246 
 

 
* Contacted and received by the Vermont State Names Authority 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Little Mud Pond, a 1.2-acre pond in the Town of Granby in 
Essex County, to Little Cow Pond.  The lake is located within the Cow Mountain Pond Forest, 
which was acquired by the Town of Granby and is on Northeastern States Forest Legacy Program 
lands administered by the Rochester Ranger District of the Green Mountain National Forest.   
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Town of Granby Selectboard* X
State Names Authority Vermont X
Federal Agency USFS X
Tribes X
Other N/A

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.5616868&p_longi=-71.6951115&fid=1458246
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.5616868&p_longi=-71.6951115&fid=1458246
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The proposal was submitted by the Vermont Board of Libraries, which serves as the State 
Geographic Names Authority, on behalf of a member of the Town of Granby Cow Mountain 
Municipal Forest Committee.   
 
The proponent states, “This request results from the confusion about the name of this pond that 
was encountered by [the committee] while it worked with many groups (local, state, and national) 
on the successful application for a large area surrounding this small pond to become the nation’s 
first National Forest Legacy Area.”  Further, “A verbal survey of about 50 of the town’s 
population (total town population is about 75) indicates that this pond has been known as ‘Little 
Cow Pond’ by at least four generations of Granbyans.  In fact, it came as a surprise to most of 
those surveyed that many maps list this pond as Little Mud Pond!  The Town feels that changing 
the name to one which is unique and descriptive is within this responsibility:  enjoyment is 
enhanced by making it easier for visitors to find the pond and safety is enhanced by making it 
easier for emergency personnel to find the pond in case of medical emergencies.”   
 
According to the Granby Town Plan of 2016, Little Mud Pond is one of three areas in the town 
designated as conservation land.  The pond lies just east of Cow Mountain Pond and northeast of 
Cow Mountain.  According to Vermont Place-Names (Swift, 1977), “it is thought that [these] 
names derive from a cow having been lost in the area.” 
 
Little Mud Pond has been labeled on USGS topographic maps since 1933 and is shown on a 
number of maps and reports produced by local and State agencies.  In addition to this feature, 
GNIS lists five other bodies of water in Essex County named “Mud” and there are 40 such features 
(“Mud” or “Muddy”) in the State.  A larger Mud Pond is located 2.4 miles to the northwest and 
also within the Town of Granby.   
 
Other than Cow Mountain Pond, there is one other body of water in the State with “Cow” in its 
name; Cow Hill Pond is in Caledonia County, 28 miles from the pond in question. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names - none 
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III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Thoma Pond, Pennsylvania 
 (Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area) 

(Review List 431) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.170186&p_longi=-74.915399 
 

 
* Proposal processed under the previous Policy X; at that time, no tribes were listed as having an 
interest in Pike County 
 
The new name Thoma Pond is proposed for a 2.8-acre reservoir in Lehman Township in Pike 
County, and within the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, a unit of the National Park 
Service (NPS).  The proponent reports that the property on which the reservoir is located was 
owned by his family from 1930 until 1974, when it was acquired by the NPS for inclusion in the 
recreation area.  The proposal would specifically honor his grandfather, Richard Thoma (1887-
1943), who purchased and maintained the property, planted trees, and spent summers there. 
 
A number of published sources refer to the feature as Front Pond, presumably because it is located 
in front of the Pocono Educational Environmental Center (PEEC).  These include the Pennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Commission (2014) and a report on the North American Orienteering 
Championships, which were held in the area in 2012.  The education coordinator of PEEC has 
confirmed that the feature was never officially named. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Township of Lehman Board of Supervisors X

Pike County Commissioners X
State Names Authority Pennsylvania X
Federal Agency NPS X
Tribes None*
Other Pocono Educational Environmental Center X

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.170186&p_longi=-74.915399
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IV. Revised Decisions  
 

Change Mohawk River (BGN 1931) (FID 970360) to Kanien’kehá:ka River, New York 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.7609113&p_longi=-
73.6870628&fid=970360 
 

 
* The stream flows through six counties and 50 incorporated municipalities (villages, towns, and 
cities).  Staff asked the elected county officials to coordinate their responses with their 
municipalities.   
** Contacted by the New York State Names Committee. 
 
This proposal is to change the name of the Mohawk River, a 150-mile tributary of the Hudson 
River in Saratoga, Albany, Schenectady, Montgomery, Herkimer, and Oneida counties, to 
Kanien’kehá:ka River.  
 
From its source to its mouth, the stream flows through or borders the Town of Lee, the Town of 
Western, the City of Rome, the Town of Floyd, the Town of Marcy, the Town of Whitestown, the 
City of Utica, the Town of Schuyler, the Town of Frankfort, the Village of Frankfort, the Town of 
Herkimer, the Village of Ilion, the Village of Mohawk, the Village of Herkimer, the Town of 
German Flatts, the Town of Little Falls, the City of Little Falls, the Town of Manheim, the Town 
of Danube, the Town of St. Johnsville, the Town of Minden, the Village of St. Johnsville, the 
Town of Palatine, the Village of Nelliston, the Village of Fort Plain, the Town of Canajoharie, the 
Village of Palatine Bridge, the Village of Canajoharie, the Town of Root, the Town of Mohawk, 
the Town of Glen, the Village of Fonda, the Village of Fultonville, the Village of Tribes Hill, the 
Town of Amsterdam, the Town of Florida, the Village of Fort Johnson, the City of Amsterdam, the 
Town of Glenville, the Town of Rotterdam, the Village of Scotia, the City of Schenectady, the 
Village of East Glenville, the Town of Niskayuna, the Town of Clifton Park, the Town of Colonie, 
the Town of Halfmoon, the Town of Waterford, the City of Cohoes, and the Village of Green 
Island. 
 

Support Oppose
No

opinion
No

objection
No

response
Local government Town of Waterford Supervisor* X

Saratoga County Board of Supervisors X
Albany County Legislature X
Schenectady County Legislature X
Montgomery County Legislature X
Herkimer County Legislature X
Oneida County Legislature X

State Names Authority New York X
Federal Agency NOAA X
Tribes X
Other New York State Canal Corporation** X

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation** X
Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor** X
New York State Museum Curator of Ethnography** X

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.7609113&p_longi=-73.6870628&fid=970360
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.7609113&p_longi=-73.6870628&fid=970360
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The stream also flows through or along several tracts of State land, county land, and the U.S. 
Department of Energy Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory. 
 
The proponent of the name change provided documents outlining the offensiveness of the term 
“Mohawk,” an Algonquian exonym applied by the Dutch to the Iroquoian-speaking peoples.  
“Mohawk” may derive from a Narragansett word meaning “they eat living things,” or possibly 
“man eaters.”  The autonym for the Mohawk people is Kanien’kehá:ka, meaning “People of the 
Flint.”  The proponent reports that the name “Kanien’kehá:ka” is frequently preferred by the Tribe 
and that “although the river is not often referred to with this name, it is nevertheless our 
responsibility to respect the languages and cultures of the people who were here before us.”  He 
also states that other acceptable names for the stream could be “Ohionhiió:ke” (the original 
Kanien’kéha name for the river, according to GNIS) or “Tenonanatche” (another Kanien’kéha 
name for the river).  In his application, he “encourage[s] consultation with the Kanien’kehá:ka 
community on which [of these names] would be preferable.” 
 
The name Mohawk River has been labeled on USGS maps since 1893.  On early maps, the stream 
has had many names applied to it.  The 1907 volume Aboriginal Place Names of New York reports 
several names:  Canneoganaka lonita'de; Con-ne-o-ga-ha-ka-lon-on-i-ta-de; Da-ya'-hoo-wa'-quatt 
(for the section above Little Falls); Maquas Kill; O-i-o-gue; Te-non-an-at'-che; and Yenonanatche.  
Another native name is reported as Te-uge-ga.  Other names on early maps include Maaquas 
River, Magnas Kill, Maquaas Kill, Mohocks River, Mohok River, Riviere Mohock, and 
Shenectady River.   
 
The GNIS record reports “The variant name, ‘Ohionhiió:ke Stream,’ is a Mohawk name which 
translates to ‘nice creek.’  The source of this name and translation is unknown.  
 
When asked to comment on the proposal, the Town of Waterford Supervisor replied:  “If I had not 
read this email in its entirety I would not have believed that this was anything other than a bad 
email prank.  Hard to believe that anyone is wasting time and I assume money, taking this 
proposed renaming seriously.  For the record, the town of Waterford NY, through which the 
Mohawk River flows, strongly opposes renaming the Mohawk River to anything but:  The 
Mohawk River.” A Montgomery County Legislator replied simply “not interested.” 
 
The New York State Museum Curator of Ethnography informed the New York State Names 
Committee “It seems to me this proposal is best discussed by those who can personally speak to 
any offense/violence at being identified/named ‘Mohawk’ as opposed to Kanien’kehaka [sic].  
There are few Kanien’keha people left in the counties through which the river passes in NYS.”  
She also recommended “three Kanien’keha (Mohawk) people” who could speak about the 
proposal. 
 
The New York State Names Authority provided six objections to the proposal: 

1. Changing the official name would cause great inconvenience and monetary cost to 
public and 
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private entities responsible for mapping and signage.  “Mohawk” (with early variant 
spellings) has been the standard term for the river since the 17th century. 

2. Choice of an appropriate rendering of the native place name using English letters would 
be 
very difficult and contentious.  There is no standard system for transliterating native-
language place names, as the applicant recognizes. 

3. The river name “Mohawk” does not have negative connotations.  The alleged pejorative 
origin of the name “Mohawk” is not a matter of general public knowledge; it is known 
only to a small number of linguists, anthropologists, and historians. 

4. “Mohawk” is used by indigenous people residing in New York.  “Mohawk” is part of 
name of the “St. Regis Mohawk Tribe,” a federally recognized tribe.  “Mohawk” is also 
part of the English alternate name of the “Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs” 
(“Kahnia’kehaka”), which calls the St. Regis Reservation the “Akwesasne Mohawk 
Territory.” 

5. Applicant provides no letter or resolution of support from the groups mentioned in 
point 3, or from any other person or organization. 

6. Changing the name “Mohawk [River]” to “Kanien’kehá:ka” would establish a bad 
precedent for other similar proposals to change native language place names in New 
York.” 

 
GNIS includes approximately 300 entries for features that include “Mohawk” in their names, 112 
of which are for features under the BGN’s purview and nine are in the State New York.  
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties - none 
 


